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Dear Parents and Guardians:  
 

A common discussion in schools is the BIG picture use and focus on reading fluency. Reading fluency is 

a reader's ability to read quickly and with appropriate expression. Reading rate is part of the broader umbrella 

of fluency and is measured in words read per minute, while fluency is a bit more subjective. Rate is a key factor 

in fluency as a whole. Below is also a rubric that we use to assess fluency. I personally love the description 

about “talking to a friend” as I think it is the simplest subjective method to best judge fluency. 

What is Fluency? 
Fluency is the ability of the reader to read with accuracy, automaticity, appropriate phrasing and intonation. 

Accuracy is the ability to decode words correctly. It is also the ability to read words automatically without 

having to stretch them out or break them apart. High automaticity equals a high rate. Appropriate phrasing is the 

ability to pay attention to punctuation in order to phrase sentences correctly. Intonation is the ability to use 

voice to create meaningful phrases. Lifting the tone of voice at the end of a question is an example of this. All 

of these components work together to create a fluent reader. 

What is Rate? 
Rate is quite simply words read per minute. It involves the automaticity of reading. The more automatic reading 

is, the higher the rate will be. Rate is measured by counting the number of words in a specific passage and 

timing the reader. The mathematical equation for rate equals (words divided by seconds) multiplied by 60. For 

example, if there are 256 words in a passage, and it takes 225 seconds to read the passage, the rate will be 68.3 

WPM. 

Achieving Overall Fluency 
Rate is not the most important aspect of fluency. Fluency is made up of several components, and each must be 

addressed in order to create an overall fluent reader. Activities that promote fluency are repeated readings, 

where students read passages several times in an attempt to increase fluency. Readers theater allows them to 

practice fluent reading while participating in a classroom play. Dialogue often is a wonderful way to encourage 

fluent reading, and it also is important that students have the opportunity to hear fluent reading modeled for 

them. Read-alouds are a very effective way to show emergent readers what fluent reading sounds like. Finally, 

students can practice phrased reading. For this activity, poems work well. Having students repeat certain 

phrases within poetry helps them practice the rhythm and fluency needed for such texts. 

Fluent Level 
4 

Reads with varied volume and expression. The reader sounds like they are talking to a friend with their voice 
matching the interpretation of the passage. Reads with good phrasing; adhering to punctuation, stress and 
intonation. Reads smoothly with some breaks, but self corrects with difficult words and/ or sentence structures. 

Level 
3 

Reads with volume and expression. However, sometimes the reader slips into expressionless reading and does 
not sound like they are talking to a friend. Reads with a mixture of run-ons, mid-sentence pauses for breath, and 
some choppiness. There is reasonable stress and intonation. 

Nonfluent Level 
2 

Reads in a quiet voice. The reading sounds natural in part of the text, but the reader does not always sound like 
they are talking to a friend. Reads in two or three word phrases, not adhering to punctuation, stress and 
intonation. Reads with extended pauses or hesitations. The reader has many “rough spots.” 

Level 
1 

Reads in a quiet voice as if to get words out. The reading does not sound natural like talking to a friend. Reads 
word-by-word in a monotone voice. Frequently hesitates while reading, sounds out words, and repeats words or 
phrases. The reader makes multiple attempts to read the same passage. 
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P.R.I.D.E.: 
Last week on February 26th several families enjoyed our annual Family BINGO Night.  The students 
enjoyed playing BINGO as a family, winning prizes and eating popcorn from the concession stand.  
Most importantly, at the end of the night all of the coins that covered up the BINGO boards were 
donated to the Juvenile Diabetes Association.  This was a fun family event and I want to thank 
everyone for supporting this great cause.  The next P.R.I.D.E. meeting will be Wednesday, March 
16th at 6:00 P.M. in the Learning Lab.  All are welcome to participate and find out more about our 
school. 
 

BOX TOPS: 
The February totals for the Box Tops for Education are in! Mrs. Gutschalk's class was the winner 
with 375 Box Tops.  Mrs. Lewis's class came in second with 321.  Rounding out the top 3 was Mrs. 
Biro's class with 252. Again, thank you to everyone that is using the collection sheets.  We were able 
to count very quickly again this month thanks to the students, parents, and staff that are using those 
sheets.  In fact, this month we had more BTFE's  turned in on the collection sheets than loose in 
bags/envelopes! 
 
Collection Sheet Winners: 
 
Zyler - Mrs. Bauer 
Maci - Ms. Bingham 
Jayden - Mrs. Biro 
Mary - Mrs. Brown (3rd) 
Keileen - Mrs. Gutschalk 
Makayla - Ms. Ferrell 
Tess - Ms. Gibbons 
Leighanna - Mrs. Lewis 
 
Reminders: 
*Use only glue or tape on the collection sheets - NO staples please. 
*Bonuses can NOT be attached to the collection sheets.  Please send those in separately. 
*We do not collect Labels for Education. 
*Sam's club shoppers can earn 100 bonus box tops for every 3 BTFE products they buy.  You just 
have to email or text a copy of the receipt to samsclub@btfereceipts.com.  They will reply with a code 
that you can enter here: http://www5.samsclub.com/Featured-Brand/general-mills/box-tops-for-
education/?xid=vanity:boxtops  If people think that is too much work, they can send in their receipts 
and we will do it for them. 

 
 
MARCH CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS:  
March 7 Science Olympics 6:30-8:00 P.M. 
March 8 Wear GOLD to support Childhood Cancer Awareness 
March 11 No School –Teacher Inservice Day 
  PTCO Staff vs. Students Basketball Game 6:30 P.M. 
March 12 Danbury Athletic Boosters Night At The Races 
March 16 P.R.I.D.E. Parent Meeting 6:00 P.M. –Learning Lab 
March 18 Toledo Jazz Assembly 1:30 P.M. –Auditorium 
March 19-27 No School –Spring Break 
March 28 School Resumes 
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